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SENATE HEARING 
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Tears, anger, contradictions 
as Ford, Kavanaugh testify 
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THE CONSTITUTION GIVES THE SENATE AN IMPORTANT 
ROLE ... BUT YOU HAVE REPLACED ‘ADVICE AND CONSENT’ 


WITH ‘SEARCH AND DESTROY. 


Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh 


BY SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 
AND NICHOLAS FANDOS 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

Judge Brett Kavanaugh and 
Dr. Christine Blasey Ford faced 
off Thursday in an extraordin- 
ary, emotional day of testimony 
that ricocheted from a woman’s 
tremulous account of sexual 
assault to a man’s angry, out- 
raged denial, all of which played 
out for hours before a riveted 
nation and a riven Senate. 

The two very different ver- 
sions of incidents in 1982 - un- 
folding in the heated atmos- 
phere of gender divides, #Me- 
Too and the Trump presidency - 
could not be reconciled. The 
testimony skittered from cringe- 
worthy sexual details to accusa- 
tions and denials of drunken 
debauchery to one juvenile 
exchange over flatulence. 

Washington has not seen 
anything like it in a generation. 
For people not used to watching 
government in action, it was a 
spectacle of tantrums, tears, 
preening and political ambition 
- what Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, 
called, “Sadly one of the most 
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TO ACCIDENTALLY KILL ME. 


Dr. Christine Blasey Ford 


TOM WILLIAMS AP 


Phoenix prosecutor Rachel Mitchell questions Christine Blasey Ford 
as Republican Sens. Mike Crapo of Idaho, Jeff Flake of Arizona, Ben 
Sasse of Nebraska, Ted Cruz of Texas, Mike Lee of Utah, and John 
Cornyn of Texas listen during the Senate Judiciary Committee 


hearing Thursday. 


shameful chapters in the history 
of the United States Senate.” 
Senators must ultimately take 
sides - and their decisions in the 
coming days could determine 
the ideological balance of the 
Supreme Court for decades. 
Immediately after the eight- 


hour hearing adjourned, Presi- 
dent Donald Trump tweeted 
that “Judge Kavanaugh showed 
America exactly why I nomi- 
nated him.” 

“His testimony was powerful, 
honest, and riveting,” the presi- 
dent wrote. “Democrats’ search 


and destroy strategy is disgrace- 
ful and this process has been a 
total sham and effort to delay, 
obstruct, and resist. The Senate 
must vote!” 

With her voice cracking but her 
composure intact, the accuser, 
Ford, told a rapt Senate panel 
about the terror she felt on a 
summer day more than 30 years 
ago, when, she said, a drunken 
young Kavanaugh pinned her to a 
bed, tried to rip off her clothes 
and clapped his hand over her 
mouth to muffle her cries for 
help. 

“T believed he was going to 
rape me,” she said, adding, “It 
was hard for me to breathe, and 
I thought that Brett was going to 
accidentally kill me.” 

A few hours later, Kavanaugh, 
Trump’s nominee to the Su- 
preme Court, delivered a blister- 
ing, scorched-earth defense. 
Speaking through tears at 
points, he denied he assaulted 
Ford - “I am innocent of this 
charge!” - and denounced a 
partisan “frenzy” bent on de- 
stroying his nomination, his 
family and his good name. 

“This confirmation process has 
become a national disgrace,” he 
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| BELIEVED HE WAS GOING TO RAPE ME. IT WAS HARD FOR 
ME TO BREATHE, AND | THOUGHT THAT BRETT WAS GOING 


said in opening remarks written 
only 24 hours before. “The Con- 
stitution gives the Senate an 
important role in the confirma- 
tion process, but you have re- 
placed ‘advice and consent’ with 
‘search and destroy.’ ” 

For Kavanaugh, and the na- 
tion, the stakes could not be 
higher: If confirmed, the judge 
would replace the court’s swing 
vote - the retired Justice Antho- 
ny Kennedy - with a reliable 
conservative, shaping U.S. juris- 
prudence and pushing it toward 
the right for decades to come. 
Kavanaugh had vigorously de- 
nied Ford’s accusations before 
the hearing, but he wasted little 
time in going on the offensive 
Thursday. 

Even before excruciating 
questioning about his drinking, 
sexual activity and personal 
behavior began, it was clear 
Kavanaugh had little interest in 
hiding his anger, and he sparred 
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Sen. Graham fumes about the “unethical 
sham” of Kavanaugh hearing, 3A 


Searchers find body believed to be that 
of missing 6-year-old boy in creek 


BY BRUCE HENDERSON, 
ANNA DOUGLAS 
AND JOE MARUSAK 
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GASTONIA 

Chief Robert Helton of the 
Gastonia Police Department 
struggled to contain his emo- 
tions Thursday as he announced 
an end to the five-day search for 
6-year-old Maddox Ritch. 

“This is not the ending we 
had hoped for,” Helton said 
after a member of a search team 
found what is believed to be 


Maddox’s body in 
a creek. 
Investigators 
are left with 
many questions. 
It’s still not 
known how the 
boy died, officials 
said, or how he 
got in the creek 
where his body was found. 
Searchers found the body at 
about 1 p.m. Thursday partially 
submerged in Long Creek, 
which flows downstream from 
Rankin Lake Park, where 
Maddox was last seen, authori- 
ties said at a news conference. 


Maddox 
Ritch 


Helton thanked searchers and 
the public for their help: “I don’t 
think we would have found him 
without their effort.” 

The 45-pound boy’s body was 
camouflaged by debris in the 
creek, authorities said. He was 
found in about 2 or 3 feet of wa- 
ter, FBI special agent Jason Ka- 
plan said at the news conference. 

“It was absolutely amazing that 
he was found,” despite repeated 
combing of the area, Kaplan said. 
“It was extremely difficult to see 
him even when we were standing 
right next to him.” 
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Robert Helton, chief of the Gastonia Police Department, wipes a tear 
during Thursday’s news conference announcing searchers believe 
they have found the remains of 6-year-old Maddox Ritch, who had 
been missing since Saturday. Searchers found the body partially 
submerged in Long Creek about 1 mile from Rankin Lake Park. 
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